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4 years Tur Ta Konta 

Fundashon Tur Ta Konta was 

founded on 25 September 25th, 2014 

by Etienne Ys, Frank Konings and 

Nelson Vinck.  

What they had in mind was to make 

a difference for children who have 

difficulties with mathematics.  

 

Being skillful at mathematics is 

important for the overall 

development of a child and his or her 

future. Being proficient at Math 

increases the chances of a successful 

career.  

It also helps critical and logical 

thinking and solving everyday 

problems.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematical skills 

 
• improves the performance of the student in general at school;  

• offers more chances of having a successful professional career;  

• increases the interest of the child in studying; 

• develops creative and solution oriented thinking;  

• increases research and corporate interest of the child;  

• increases the self-confidence of the child and 

• is good for the mental well being. 
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Preface 
The Board of Tur Ta Konta can look 

back on a very successful year. The 

Foundation has once again 

succeeded to score well on all 

fronts. We managed to tutor more 

children (a total of 201) by using 

more tutors (181 in total) and at 

more schools (14 in total).  

Through two lecture evenings for 

parents we indirectly reached 

more children who will receive 

extra attention. 

Our two major events - the 

symposium in the field of 

mathematics education and the 

inter-school Math competition, 

Kues Tur Ta Konta -have once 

again attracted much attention 

and they have become a 

permanent feature of  the teaching 

panorama. 

The Board of Tur Ta Konta is very 

grateful for all the positive 

feedback it gets from the 

community. It gives us courage to 

continue. 

We are grateful that the business 

community continues to believe in 

our project and continues to 

support us financially each year in  

in realising the goals of the 

foundation. The news media are 

also always there for us to 

promote information about our 

programmes. 

However, it all starts with the 

volunteers who devote themselves 

selflessly to the children.  

All programs organised by Tur Ta 

Konta (the math program, 

information to parents, training of 

tutors, development of new 

teaching materials and 

management mechanisms, 

symposia and Kues Tur Ta Konta) 

have only been made possible with 

the effort of our volunteers. It is 

clear that without these 

volunteers there would be no Tur 

Ta Konta. Tur Ta Konta can also 

proudly say that the Foundation is 

one of the largest volunteer 

organisations of Curaçao. 

Tur Ta Konta regards the 

enthusiasm and the passion with 

which these volunteers work with 

great pleasure. They get enormous 

satisfaction from their work and 

see in the results of their efforts, 

the reward for their work.  
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We hope that these volunteers will 

inspire others to also lend a hand 

in either tutoring a child or help 

with any of the other recurring 

events of Tur Ta Konta. 

In September 2019 Tur Ta Konta 

will exist for 5 years and we hope 

to be able to celebrate with 

everybody who made it possible to 

make Tur Ta Konta successful.  

You are hereby invited to this 

event. 

Etienne Ys, Chairman 

 

 

  

During the opening of the Year-End 

event  for tutors and students 
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Tur Ta Konta in short 

VISION 

Fundashon Tur Ta Konta offers one-

on-one tutoring to children from 

Groups 6, 7 and 8 of primary school 

who need extra support with 

mathematics. 

The tutoring takes place after school 

hours by our specially trained tutors, 

in consultation with the school 

boards and in close cooperation with 

the parents/guardians of the child, 

the teacher and the school that the 

child attends. 

Furthermore, Fundashon Tur Ta 

Konta has the aim to create 

community awareness of the 

importance of good command in 

mathematics. 

Among other things, with the help of 

sponsors and volunteers, the 

Foundation organises  

 

 

training sessions for parents, the 

Kues Tur Ta Konta and symposia in 

the field of mathematics 

education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

- Supports children who need extra help with mathematics  
- Creates awareness about the importance of a good command of  
mathematics from an early age 

 

The OECD (OECD), PISA, TIMSS and the EU 

stress that research on world level shows, 

that a good command of mathematics at a 

young age is of great influence on the 

development of the child in particular, and 

in today's 21st century, the society in 

general.  

 

More info on: 

www.oeso.org  

www.oecd.org/pisa  

www.timss.org 

www.europa-nu.nl 

http://www.timss.org/
http://www.europa-nu.nl/
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 The Math Program 

Fundashon Tur Ta Konta uses 

voluntary tutors to tutor children 

from Groups 6, 7 and 8 of primary 

school who need extra help with 

mathematics. 

The tutoring is one-on-one, so  one 

tutor per pupil. 

 

 

 

 

The one-on-one approach fits in 

well with the manner of teaching 

that the schools use.  

The tutoring is one hour per week on 

average throughout the school year 

(40 hours a year). The tutoring hour 

takes place after school hours, 

usually at school, but sometimes also 

at the home of the child or another 

trusted environment. 
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The cooperation with the school, 

the teacher concerned and the 

parents of the child is considered as 

very pleasant.  

The school takes care of the 

teaching materials for the tutor; 

where necessary, The Fundashon 

provides.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The teachers like that children who have difficulties with mathematics can get extra 
tutoring.  
 
It usually concerns children whose parents do not have the opportunity to tutor their 
children themselves or cannot pay for professional help/tutoring. 
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In school year 2017-2018   

181 Math Tutors 

helped 201 Students  

at 15 Schools 
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The tutors 

The tutors, the volunteers, are 
the face of the Foundation. 

 

  

How to become a Tutor: 

1.  Go to: www.turtakonta.com/tutor-programma.  

Here you will find more information about the Math Program and the 

participating schools. Here you can also register to become a tutor.  

2.  We will then invite you for an intake interview. If you have any questions you can 

ask them during this interview. 

3.  We will then invite you for the “new tutor training”. This training takes 3 hours 

and you can choose between Saturday morning or an evening during the week  

4.  Immediately after the training you will receive a link to our tutor management 

app KONTAkt. Here you agree to the terms & conditions of the Fundashon. If 

we were already able to match you with a student, you will be able to see the 

details of your pupil in the app directly! 

5.  You will contact your school and make an appointment to get to know the school 

principal, the teacher, the pupil and possibly also the parent or guardian of your 

pupil. 

6.  The tutoring can start! 

 

93 new tutors  

have started in   

school year 2017-2018! 

 

http://www.turtakonta.com/tutor-programma
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Future tutors during the “training for new tutors” 

Training for new tutors 
The future  tutors get a “new tutor 

training”  before they start.  

We have given this training seven 

times this school year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

During the three hour training the 

tutors will receive:  

1. Information about the 

guidelines that the schools use 

in mathematics education. 

2. Guidelines of the Foundation 

3. Didactic and socio-emotional 

tips that they may face during 

their tutoring hour. 
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The tutor theme nights 
The  tutor theme-nights  are 

organised every two months for 

which the input of the tutors is 

very important.  

Guest speakers are invited to 

explore certain themes and  

experiences (best practices) are  

exchanged. These sessions are 

experienced as very valuable.  

 

We have organized five theme-

nights this school year.  

  

Tutor theme nights: 
05 Sept. ‘17 | Opening School Year 2017-2018 

26 Oct. ‘17 | Meet ’n Greet with key note speaker Math Symposium Richard Bisk 
(USA) 

18 January ’18 | New Year’s Drink with PubKues on the Martinus square 
20 March ’18 | Bar-modeling – a problem solving tool by Mary-Ann Mac Leod 

24 May ‘17 | Planning coming School Year 
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Token of appreciation 

During the New Year’s 

Drink the tutors who have 

started tutoring from the 

second school year (2015-

2016) on, received a  token 

of appreciation in the form 

of a Tur Ta Konta clock with 

the script “Our kids value 

your time”.  

Annual Report ’16-‘17 

Furthermore, all attendees 

received the annual report 

2016-2017 this evening. 

  Tutors who have been tutoring from the 

second school year  onreceive a “Our kids 

value your time” clock. 



   

Annual Report 2017 – 2018 ▼ Because every child  counts ▼ Curaçao 
14 

 

The schools 

3 new schools added to the 
Math Program! 

We ended last year with 12 schools 

and this year 3 new schools have 

been added:  

1. A.E. Goiloschool 

2. C.J. Krijt / O.L. Helfrich school 

3. St. Albertus College 
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The schools take care of the 

registration of the pupils that need 

extra tutoring. The schools facilitate 

the tutors with accommodation, 

practise materials and relevant 

information about the performance 

of the pupil on Math.  The tutoring is 

for pupils from groups 6, 7, and 8.  

 

 

Tutor Oetie with her pupil, the director 

of the school and board member  

Lucille 

There are regular meetings between 

the tutor, the teacher and parents to 

discuss the progress of the student. 

The teachers and school boards 

value the effort of the tutors for 

being very  enthousiastic, proactive 

and creative. The tutors have 

usually a very close bond with their 

pupil and often spend more than 

the 1 hour of tutoring that is 

required. In total 201 pupils have 

been tutored this school year. 

 

  



   

Annual Report 2017 – 2018 ▼ Because every child  counts ▼ Curaçao 
16 

 

Year-End 
This year, we organized a year-end 

activity for all tutors and their 

pupils for the first time. The tutors 

organized the logistics of picking 

up and dropping off of the pupils 

themselves. 

Tutors and pupils were welcomed 

on the red carpet at the Movies, 

where a photographer  

photographed them as real VIPs. 

With a soft drink and popcorn they 

entered the theatre, where after a 

short speech of the Chairman, the 

film “The Incredibles 2” was 

shown. An appropriate film 

enjoyed by both tutor and pupil! 

  

Tutor Dinesh Ramawadh with his pupil. 
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Innovation within the 

Math Program 

One of the goals for this school 
year was once again to implement 
innovations in the math program. 

Reading Comprehension 
Program 

After the pilot project Reading 

Comprehension in the last school 

year, this year we chose to start at 

6 schools with 23 especially 

trained Reading Comprehension 

tutors and in total 75 students 

(groups 4 and 5). This program 

serves as support for the Math 

Program. 

The content of the program has 

been developed by specialists 

Goretti Narain, Eva van Leeuwen 

and also Lucille Hernandez has 

joined this team at a later stage.  

During the school year, however, it 

has shown that the program is too 

broad and therefore asked too 

much of the Fundashon. 

Availability of appropriate reading 

materials for example, turned out 

to be a big and constant challenge. 

However, the students enjoyed 

the tutoring regardless. 

 

They were always looking forward 

to meet the tutor and 3 other 

students at school in the library, to 

be entertained with stories and 

play with words.  

In the middle of the school year we 

decided to stop the program. 

However the Foundation 

maintained the goal to pay extra 

attention to the linguistic side of 

mathematics.  

Count on Language cards 

After finishing the reading 

comprehension program we 

brainstormed about a way that is 

more feasible, in order to support 

the pupil and tutor with the 

linguistic side of mathematics. It 
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was decided to develop and 

produce a so called Count on 

Language cards folder per group 

(6, 7 and 8). The Group 6 Count on 

Language cards, together with the 

layout of the cards, a well as the 

folder and the tabs have been 

completed this school year.  

 

 

Board members Frank and Lucille 

and tutor Els are filling the folders 

with Count on languge cards. 

In the next school year these 

folders will be distributed to the 

schools that participate in the 

program as a support tool for the 

tutor.  Also, the group 7 and group 

8 folder will be developed and 

distributed in the next school year.  
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Nestor Tutor Jan with his pupil, and 3 other 

tutors with their pupil in class. 

Nestor Tutors 

To enhance the colaboration with 

and improve the connection 

between the school, the tutors, 

the teachers, the pupils and the 

Fundashon, we started with a pilot 

project Nestor Tutors. A Nestor 

Tutor (one per school) forms the 

linking pin between the group of 

tutors at his/her school and the 

foundation. He/She oversees the 

tutoring related activities at the 

school and voices the concerns 

towards the foundation and the 

school. The Foundation meets 

regularly with all Nestor Tutors. All 

this improves the quality of the 

math program. 
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Tutor management app 

KONTAkt  

Because of the growth of the 

program it is necessary to 

improve the managing of 

data around the schools, the 

tutors, the pupils and their 

grades. 

Therefore the KONTAkt app 

is introduced. It is a 

communication tool between 

the Foundation and the tutor. 

It monitors the tutoring 

activities of the tutor. In the 

new school year the tutor will get 

a weekly message to inquire about 

the tutoring of that week. The 

tutor will reply and give an update 

of the activities. Through the 

KONTAkt app the tutor has access 

to a database where he/she  can 

find data about his or her pupil.  

 

 

 

One of the tutors supervises the 

development of the application by 

the developer.  
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Picture of a pupil from a proud tutor. 

The results of the pupils 

The Math tutoring program starts 

early September at the schools.  

All pupils who participate in the 

tutoring program are students 

who had a grade in math between 

4.0 and 6.5 (scale from 1 to 10) the 

year before.  

Depending on the total student 

population at a school, there is an 

average between 9 to 27 pupils per 

school from groups 6, 7 and 8 who 

get tutoring. This school year 201 

pupils in total, participated in the 

program. 

If during the school year a pupil 

falls out for whatever reason, the 

tutor will be assigned a new pupil. 

However to be able to measure the 
performance of the students 

objectively the pupils need to 

participate a full year in the 
tutoring program.

188 pupils 

Of the 201 pupils, we were able to 

gather sufficient data from 188 

pupils to work with.  
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The 188 pupils are devided as 

follows over group 6, 7 and 8:  

Group 6 71 

Group 7 59 

Group 8 58 

 

In theory the pupils of group 6 will 

participate in the program of 

group 7 next school year. The 

group 7 pupils will be tutored in 

group 8 next year.  

If a pupil is enrolled in the 

program, it stays, according to the 

guidelines of the Fundashon, in the 

program until Group 8. This to 

prevent any relapse. 

Pupils can enroll in Group 6, 7 and 

even in Group 8. Group 8 is a year 

in which on the one hand the pupil 

will get a refreshment on previous 

material and on the other hand the 

student will be prepared for the 

EFO Exam (the final exam). 

  

 

 

Math Grade facts: 

From 5.7 to 6.1 
The students from class 2017-2018 started 
the math program with an average of 5.7 
and ended the school year with an average 
of  6.1 .  
 
There is a tendency that the grades on the 
second report card (second trimester) a 
lower than the grades of the first report card 
(first trimester). However in the third and 
last report the grades higher than the 
previous report cards.  
 
The Emmy Berthold School, Kolegio Maria 
Auxiliadora and Kolegio Chaya Willems have 
made the most progress in grades on 
average.  
 
At the Adventschool in Koraal Specht the 
pupils started the program with an average 
of 5,1 and ended with an average  6.2 
 
C.J. Krijt/O.L. Helfrich school is new to the 
program this school year. 9 pupils 
participated. Their final grade of the school 
year was 0.4 higher than what they started 
with. 
 
66% of the pupils has made progress in 
math or kept the same grade. 
 
 
 
The facts have been made possible by ADG 
Consultancy 
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The  growth of the self-
esteem in the child 

There are more than 200 great 

stories like this to tell by the tutors. 

Because every child is different 

and every child’s situation is 

different!  

Where one tutor achieves progress 

on the grades, the other tutor 

achieves improvement on self 

confidence and general 

development of the student.  

We receive feedback from tutors, 

teachers and parents that the self-

esteem of the pupils is growing. 

The pupils become interested in 

mathematics  

 

 

 

again, because they understand it 

better now.  

The pupil becomes more 

outspoken and even dares to 

explain how he has come to a 

particular outcome in front of the 

class. 

Furthermore, the development of 

a close relationship between the 

pupil and tutor, increases the 

effectiveness of the tutoring even 

more.  

 
 
 
Tutor Cristalia has tutored her student 
Rudernick from group 6 on. Every 
Thursday she goes to school to tutor 
Rudernick. When Rudernick started the 
program he had low grades for math. Bit 
by bit he improved, and now his grades 
are even above average! Congratulation 
for this super tutor and her pupil! 
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Training for parents 
Twice per year the foundation 

organises a training for parents in 

order for them to get a better 

understanding of Math problem 

solving applied in groups 5, 6 and 7 

of the Elementary education. The 

objective is to teach the parents 

how to help their own child with 

Math. 

With the training of the parents 

Tur Ta Konta also  reaches the 

children who are not directly 

enrolled in  the math program of 

Tur Ta Konta. 

 

The parents participating in this 

training find it to be very useful 

since the math curriculum has 

changed a lot in recent years. 

  

 
Data training sessions for parents, school year 2017-2018: 
September 6, 2017    Time: 17.30-20.00 
December 7, 2017    Free entrance 
Location: Rotary room, Landhuis Zeelandia Language: NL/PAP 
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Kues Tur Ta Konta 
For the third time Fundashon Tur  

Ta Konta has organized Kues Tur Ta 

Konta, a national Math 

competition for all students of 

group 8 of the primary education.  

First round 

27 schools participated in the first 

round of the Kues, which took 

place at the University of Curacao 

on November 26, 2017.  

The draw for the four different 

pools was done by notary Mr. A. 

Chatlein. 

The four schools that were the 

pool winners were rewarded with 

prizes. The highest scoring 

students were acknowledged and 

awarded.  All particiating students  

received Kues Tur Ta Konta 

arithmethic notebooks. 

 

The four pool winners were: 

pool A: J van Walbeeck school 
pool B: St. Fransiscus College 
pool C: M.M. Römerschool 
pool D: Adventschool Bonam 
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Final live on TV 

The Kues school final took place on 

Sunday March 4, between 18.30 

and 19.45 and was broadcasted 

live by Telecuraçao from the 

auditorium of the University of 

Curaçao.  

Johan van Walbeeck school 
big winner school 
competition 

The Johan van Walbeeck school 

became the big winner of the 

school competition Kues Tur Ta 

Konta with a score of 11 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second place was for the St. 

Franciscus College and the M.M. 

Römerschool, both with a score of 

10 points. The  Advent school 

Bonam won the third prize with a 

score of 7 points.  

The Johan van Walbeeck school 

won Naf 5.000,- sponsored by 

ENNIA. The other three schools 

each won Naf 500,- sponsored by 

Foundation Pension Fund Isla 

Curaçao.   

1 

2 

2 

3 
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Math Champion of  Curaçao 

Beside the school competition, 

Fundashon Tur Ta Konta organized 

on March 3, for the second time, a 

contest between 101 individual 

students from most of the primary 

schools for the title of “Math 

Champion of  Curaçao”!  

It turned out to be an extremely 

exciting competition. This contest 

was broadcasted live via Facebook, 

on the Facebook page of 

Fundashon Tur Ta Konta.  

Zexing Wu of  St. Franciscus 

College can call himself “Math 

Champion of Curaçao” for an 

entire year, with  a score of 23 out 

of 25 points. He won the Gold 

Medal and received Naf 500. 

 

We had 4 finalist this year (each 

with 22 points) that won the 

second place:  

 

 

Lucas 

Ten Houte de Lange from the 

Johan van Walbeeck school, Kizane 

Garmers from the M.M. 

Römerschool, Jerôme Da Costa 

from the Vigdis Jonckheer Mensing 

College and Pei yan Zhong from 

the Kolegio Chaya Willems. They 

each received a prize of Naf 350,-.   
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Zexing Wu of the St. Franciscus College, Math Champion of Curaçao with 

sponsor MCB and Chairman Etienne Ys 

The Third prize went to Ariane De 

Freitas from the Vigdis Jonckheer 

Mensing College and Patrick Hook 

from the Dr. Albert Schweitzer 

school (each with 21 points). They 

both received Naf 150, -.   
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Math Symposium 
For the second time, in October 

2017, Fundashon Tur Ta Konta and 

the General Faculty of the 

University of Curaçao Dr. Moises 

Da Costa Gomez (UoC) organized a 

successful math symposium with 

the title for this year: “Fall in love 

with Mathematics”.  

The number of attendees that took 

part in this symposium totalled 

almost 300  each day  

With this symposium Tur Ta Konta 

wanted to make a contribution to 

policy making regarding math 

education and to  the further 

professionalization of the teachers 

and other staff in the field.  

 

 

With this symposium Tur Ta Konta 

hopes to have created more 

awareness about the importance 

of good command of mathematics 

at a young age.  

The symposium focused this time 

on three topics: 

- Education 2031 (the curricula 

innovation used in the 

Netherlands) 

- the application of  "bar 

modelling" and 

- the linguistic side of the Math 

Education. 

Key note speakers  
The speakers during the 

symposium were prof. dr. Richard 

Bisk, an authority in the field of 

Math Education (USA), Ferry Haan 

MSc, Economist and member of 

the Education Board in the 

Netherlands, Mary-Ann Mac Leod 

MSc, Academic assistant at the 

UoC (General Faculty) and 

professor of Mathemetics for 

Elimentary Education and Eva 

Verspuij-van Leeuwen MSc, 

Linguist. 

  
 

Math symposium for policy makers, 

advisors, school boards, school 

management, education institutes 

for teachers, teachers elimentary 

education, math teachers 

secundary education and anyone 

interested in mathematics. 
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Clockwise: Richard Bisk during his presentation, Mary-Ann Mac Leod and Eva 

Verspuij-van Leeuwen, Ferry Haan with the Minister of Education and  Rector 

Magnificus, again Eva Verspuij-van Leeuwen,  the attendees.  
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Website 
In cooperation with West Design 

we have developed a new website. 

Take a look at: 

www.turtakonta.com 

Together with these designers we 

have chosen a user’s friendly 

website that can be maintained in 

part by the project coordinator 

herself.

  

Onne can find all information 

about the Foundation and its 

activities on the website. Tutors 

can find information about 

tutoring and teaching material.  

Candidates for tutor can apply 

through the website. People and 

companies that want to make a 

financial contribution can learn 

how on the website. All the 

sponsors appear quite visibly on 

the website. 

 

 

  

http://www.turtakonta.com/
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Sponsors 
We are very grateful for the many 

volunteers that work very hard to 

make all the prgrams and event of 

Tur Ta Konta possible. 

The success of Tur Ta Konta 

depends also on donations. This 

year we have once again received 

many generous donations to which 

we are very grateful on behalf of all 

the children that are getting this 

extra help. 

  

 

 

 

We can divide our sponsors into 

four categories:  
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SPONSORS KUES TUR TA KONTA 

PLATINUM 

GOLD 

SILVER 

BRONZE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPONSORS MATH SYMPOSIUM 
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Preview of 2018-2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• To support the tutors through Count on language maps for  

   Groups 6, 7 and 8  

• Implementation tutor management app KONTAkt 

• A Nestor tutor for every school! 

• To increase the number of tutors 

• To increase the number of schools participating in the math program 

• More visibility of the Fundashon on the island 

• Math Symposium "know your tables" in October 2018 

• New format Kues Tur ta Konta in March 2019 

• 5 year celebration preparations Tur Ta Konta in September 2019 

• Exploring new possibilities with regard to financing  the foundation's       

activities 
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Members of the Board and 

Project coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

Etienne Ys, Chairman  
Frank Konings, Secretary 
Naresh Hiwat, Treasurer 
Alex Wit, Board member   
Julaydith Martis, Board member 
Lucille Hernandez, Board member 
Fransien van Haaren, Project coordinator 
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 Fundashon Tur Ta Konta 

Julianaplein 39 

Willemstad, Curaçao 

www.turtakonta.com 

info@turtakonta.com 

 +599 9 660 5505 

 

BECAUSE EVERY CHILD COUNTS 

http://www.turtakonta.com/
mailto:info@turtakonta.com

